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Accession Numbers
2014.001.001 - 2014.001.135
Physical Extent / Format
Dates

Nov/Dec 1971 - February 1987
Background Information

Started in 1971 by members of Toronto Gay Action and the University of Toronto Homophile
Association, The Body Politic was one of Canada’s first gay publications. The publication was
run through a collective, with equal responsibility and power given to all members of the
editorial staff. Although they aimed to be bimonthly, they followed a quarterly publishing
schedule until 1974. A radical publication, The Body Politic was charged several times with
publishing obscene materials, including running a piece on “Men and little boys”, a comic strip
showing a blowjob, as well as for an article on fistfucking, although acquitted every time. With
an unwillingness to run corporate advertisement, 7he Body Politic could not keep itself afloat
and was cancelled by 1987. However, the publishing company created to own it, Pink Triangle
Press, still exists to this day. With the cancellation of 7he Body Politic, Pink Triangle ran the
tabloid X7ra, in Vancouver, Toronto and Ottawa, although print publications ceased in 2015 and
it is now digital content only. For a more thorough history of 7he Body Politic, see Rick Bebout’s
“On the Origin of The Body Politic”.

Source of Acquisition

Topics of Interest to Researchers
e Toronto gay activism
e Radical politics
e AIDS
e Early Canadian gay activism

Restrictions on Access: None

































































